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viguerie and Bozell: Support rs waning for
Death Penalty

By RICHARD A. VIGUERIE AND L. BRENT BOZELL III
WASHINGTON We lifelong conservatives and Tea parb/ strpporters recen8 urged the death serfence for
Teresa Lewis in Virginila be commrfed to life inprison wftfCIm parole instead.

We are among a gowing nurnber ofconservatives who have questions and reservations abotfr the death penalty,
believe it is no longer a necessary form ofpunishment based on either Lockean or biblicalprinciples, or oppose it
otIright.

Arorxd the country death sentences are dropprrg and support for the death penalty is waning. This tend is not
limited to bleeding-heart hberals and criminal coddlen.

We rnge ow fellow conservatives to at least consider some issues when contemplating the deathpenalty.

The Old Testament required the deathpenalty for certain sins and a litany of offemes. In John 8 ofthe New
Testament, the Pharisees confronted Jesus about a womanready to be stoned for aduhery. Jesus, sensing atap
they laid on a conflict betweenthe Old Testament and Roman law said: Let himr,vho is wittrorfr sin cast the frst
stone.

We believe John 8 ofthe New Testament shows thiat Jesus did not consider the deathpenatty mandatory
purishment for sins, and certainly not urless the process complied with God's law. Deuteronomy 17:6 requires
more than one witness to convict.

We also believe conservative Lockeanprincfules do not compelthe deathpenalty.

John Locke's Second Tieatise on Govemment offers a justification ofthe State's takng the hfe of someone who
is guilty of a heinous crime. Locke, on whose principles conservatism is buih, believed the death peralfy \.vas a
jtstifiable pmishment for two reasons: protecting society (selFpreservation) and deterrence.

Locke described the social compact ofsociety as mrrch Ifte the notion: Do unto others as you-d have done to
you Some people commit acts so despicable they no longer merit the protections ofthat social compact. They
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may be so dangerous that
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they are atttreatto us.

Therefore, lke we may kill a wild animral that threatens us, the death penalty was an acceptable form of
punishment even rnrder Locke's view of limited govemment power.

We now, however, have maximum securiry prisons that were incapable ofbeing buih in Locke's time. Society
may protect itselfwithout pWting a human to death as it would a wild animal Since we believe each person has a
soul, and is capable ofachieving sahation, life inprison is now an ahernative to the deathpenalry.

Under Locke's other reason, deterrence, punishment should be severe enougfr to discornage criminal acts. We
certainly agree. However, some data show the deathpenalty does not act as deterrence.

In fict, the data seem to indicate mtnder and other heinous crimes may be lower in jrnisdictions that do not have
the death penalry. That's not proof, of course, brfr we believe death penahy proponents bear the brnden ofproof
that the uhimate purishment is in frct a deterrence.

From otn conservative perspective, there are other reasons we oppose the deathpenalty. It is an expensive
government program with the power to kill people. Conservatives don't trust the government is always capable,
competent or frir with frr ligfiter tasks.

When it comes to life and deatll mistakes are made, or perhaps worse, bad decisions are made. States have
wrongly convicted people based on filse confessions and inaccurate eyewibress identification In some ofthese
cases, the realperpefrator was identified decades after the crime occured. Since DNA evidence is not available
in the majority ofmwder cases, other wrongfi.rl convictions based on similar types of evidence may never come
to ligfrt.

We know our opinion is not held by all conservatives. Srnely, however, there are many questions abotrt the death
penalty's accuracy, frirness, and ftnncial efficiency that should be addressed.

We urge those who ascribe to the Old Testament to consider whether the Virginia death penalry system reflects
God's law. we also ask christians to contemplate the meaning ofJohn 8.

Richard A. Viguerie is chairman of ConservativeHQ.com; contact him at ravata@aol.com. Brent Bozell
is founder and president of the Media Research Center, and may be contacted at
b b oze ll@m e diare s e arc h. or g .
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